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Handout B 
 
Selected Text From the Boston Gazette’s “Explanations” (on the previous page): 

In the plan of Worcester, the single dotted line describes the former division of the county 
into congressional districts. The double dotted line describes the late division into Senatorial 
districts. These two lines correspond, or form one line, for the distance between the northwest 
corner of Shrewsbury, and the northeast corner of Leicester; and again between the northwest 
corner of Leicester and the western extremity of Oakham. It will be seen that Leicester is in 
the North, and Petersham is in the South District for the choice of Senators!!! 

The county of Essex has been divided into districts, described by the dotted lines, to which the 
ingenious carvers have been unwilling to assign names.  The District, of which the extremes 
are Salisbury on the North side of the Merrimack River, and Chelsea (which last was cut off 
from Suffolk to prevent that District from sending six senators) may properly be called by the 
name which children give to a letter in the alphabet, “Crooked S” . . . . 

Source Analysis Questions: 

1. What is this source?  

 

2. Compare the date of this source to the date of “The Gerrymander” you saw previously. 

 

3. Describe what you see in the source. 

 

 

4. Summarize what the editors of the Boston Gazette telling you about the district lines in the 
two counties.  

a. Worcester County –  

 

 

b. Essex County –  

 

 

5. What else do you wonder about in this source? Do you have any questions about who the 
editors are, the time period, or the purpose of this source? 


