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The Mode of Electing the President
From the New York Packet
Friday, March 14, 1787.

To the People of the State of New York:

THE mode of appointment of the Chief
Magistrate of the United States is almost the
only part of the system, of any consequence,
which has escaped without severe censure, or
which has received the slightest mark of
approbation from its opponents. The most
plausible of these, who has appeared in print,
has even deigned to admit that the election of
the President is pretty well guarded. [1] |
venture somewhat further, and hesitate not to
affirm, that if the manner of it be not perfect, it is at least excellent. It unites in an eminent degree all
the advantages, the union of which was to be wished for.

It was desirable that the sense of the people should operate in the choice of the person to whom so

important a trust was to be confided. This end will be answered by committing the right of making it,
not to any preestablished body, but to men chosen by the people for the special purpose, and at the
particular conjuncture.

It was equally desirable, that the immediate election should be made by men most capable of
analyzing the qualities adapted to the station, and acting under circumstances favorable to
deliberation, and to a judicious combination of all the reasons and inducements which were proper
to govern their choice. A small number of persons, selected by their fellow-citizens from the general
mass, will be most likely to possess the information and discernment requisite to such complicated
investigations.

It was also peculiarly desirable to afford as little opportunity as possible to tumult and disorder. This
evil was not least to be dreaded in the election of a magistrate, who was to have so important an
agency in the administration of the government as the President of the United States. But the
precautions which have been so happily concerted in the system under consideration, promise an
effectual security against this mischief. The choice of SEVERAL, to form an intermediate body of
electors, will be much less apt to convulse the community with any extraordinary or violent
movements, than the choice of ONE who was himself to be the final object of the public wishes. And
as the electors, chosen in each State, are to assemble and vote in the State in which they are chosen,
this detached and divided situation will expose them much less to heats and ferments, which might
be communicated from them to the people, than if they were all to be convened at one time, in one
place.
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